5 
MMORTAL and PRO POS AL 
CONC E R N ING 


Reformation of Manners, 


And for Lacking to 


MEETINGS 


FOR 


Religious Exerciſe 


AMONG 


2 CHRISTIANS. 


To 


— — —_— 


— 


** 


| EDINBURGH, 
Printed by Tao, LuMisDEeN and Jo, RogERTS0N» 
M DOA. 


+ OC eee, 
25 Die bh JS 38 2 8888 5 
EE DION t de: 8888 8 


World, are not only the Subject of their 
Praiſe and Wonder in Time, but will be {6 
to all Eternity. We in particular, in ritain and Ireland, 


are laid under the ſtrongeſt Ties of Gratitude to the Di- 


vine Majeſty for his diftinguiſhing Favours to us, in 
bleſſing us ſo early with ſpiritual Bleſſings in heaventy 
Places in Chriſt Feſus, and ſcattering, by the glorious 
Reformation, the Darkneſs, Ignorance, Idolatry and 
Superſtition of Popery, when it had ſpread over theſe 
Lands; for relieving us from the Slavery and Perſecu- 
tions our Fathers groaned under; and for giving to, and 
continuing with us the full and free — of our 
holy Religion in Purity ior ſo many Years. And theſe 


Privileges —＋ us to make ſuitable Returns, by 4val- 


king worthy of him who hath called us from Darkns/s 
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zo Light, and from the Power of Satan to ſerve the 
living God, by falling in with the Deſigns of his Grace, 
believing the Report of the Goſpel, and having a Con- 
verſation becoming the ſame. - V 

Yet it is much to be lamented, tho' we have the ut- 
moſt Certainty, and the moſt full and clear Evidence for 
the Truth of revealed Religion, and altho' the Improve- 


ment thereof is of the laſt Conſequence, that there are 


to be found amongſt us not a few who by their Writings, 
and a far greater Number by their Practice, ſhew 
the utmoſt Contempt thereof: And, even among Proſeſ- 
ſors who have a Form of Godlineſe, many are, during our 
long Peace and Tranquillity, become ſecure and formal, 


Strangers to ſerious Religion and the Power of Godli- 


neſs; many are negligent in attending Ordinances of 
Divine Inſtitution, {ſeldom ſo much as preſent in the 
publick Aſſembl ies for the Worſhip of God; many are 
guilty of direct Acts of Immorality, ſuch as Intempe- 


rance, Rioting and Drunkenneſs, Chambering and Wan- 


tonneſs, Strife and Contention, Sabbath-breaking, Swear- 


ing, Lying, Slandering and Backbiting, Perjury, and 


Acts of Injuſtice in their Dealings. | 

The Guilt of theſe Tranſgreſſions lays us open, not 
only to future Miſeries, but to preſent national Judg- 
ments and Calamities; and therefore ſhould rouze up 
and awaken all Ranks to perſonal Reformation in the 


firſt Place, and alſo to a ſerious and ſincere Endeavour 


In their Stations, as they have Acceſs, to ſuppreſs thele 


Immoralities in others, and to promote a general Re- 


formation among all Ranks: In order to which, H 
2vho fear the Lord ſhould ſpeak often one to another, Mal. 
111. 16. and ſhould affociate together in private Meetings 
for Prayer and Converſe ; and thus promote mutual Edi- 
fication, Love and Unity in the Lord among themſelves, 


ſtrengthning one another, and directing and aſſiſting 


in this Work. | 
This ſeems in a ſpecial Manner to be the oy of the 
Day, when Iniquity is come to ſuch a Height, the 93 
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of many waxing cold, and national Judgments are impen- 
ding or threatned, from the War we are now engaged 
in with a cruel Popiſh Nation, and otherwiſe : And we 
are encouraged thereto by the Word of God, the great 
| Rule of our Duty; by the Laws of the Land; na. by 
his Majeſty's Proclamations againſt Profanity. TE 
Societies have been formerly ſet up, and attended with 
remarkable Succeſs, both in England and Treland, as 
well as in Hotland: And tho' the Difficulties and Op- 
poſition they met with, diſcouraged many, and made 

lome withdraw their Attendance, and give over the 
Work; yet there are not wanting in Fotland, both in 
the Highlands and Low!ands, ſuch Meetings, in which, 
tho' the Members cannot do much for a general Refor- 
mation by Information or Delation of Delinquents before 
Magiſtrates, yet by friendly Admonitions, Reproof, 
writing of Letters, and ſuch other diſcreet Ways as they 
can think upon, they eſſay to do what they can for the 
Benefit of others: And theſe Meetings prove a bleſſed 
Mean of keeping up the Senſe of Religion among them- 
ſelves; and thereby they experience the Sweetneſs, Plea- 
ſure and Edification that is to be found this Way. 

The Deſign of this Paper is to encourage ſuch to con- 
tinue at their Work, and to call back ſuch as have fal- 
len off from it; and to excite others, who have the In- 
tereſt of Religion at Heart, to engage in this Work. 


And, for that End, the following Rules are propoſed; 


mo, That they, who incline to join together in this 
Work, adviſe with the Miniſters of the reſpective Pariſhes 
where they reſide ; and, if they find them willing to 
concur, to get their Opinion, as to others to be 
invited to join with them, the Place moſt convenient to 
meet in, and the particular Times for ſuch Meetings, that 
they may be {o fixed as not to diſcourage Members 
from Attendance by their Frequency, nor to have the 
Work neglected by being too ſeldom together. In ſome 
Places they may have their Meetings once a Week; in 
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other Places, where the Members are at a greater Di- 
ſtance, once a Fortnight, or once a Month; eſpecially 
where the Members- may be of different Pariſhes, and 
yet their Neighbourhood or Acquaintance with one ano- 
ther may induce them to meet together. 
24, Care ſhould be taken, that ſuch who are invited 
be duly qualified, being of the reformed Proteſtant 
Religion as profeſſed in this Church; who walk 
Gabby to their Profeſſion, in Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, 
Sobriety and Charity, which is the Duty of all Chri- 
ſtians, but in a ſpecial Manner incumbent on thoſe who 
attempt to reform others; and who avoid the Scandal 


of any of theſe Vices in themſelves or their Families, 


which they endeavour to reform others from. 

3710, When any Society is to be conſtitute, the Mi- 
niſter, if preſent, is to begin and end with Prayer: And 
that, for the regular carrying on of their Work, they fix 
on certain Rules to be obſerved by them, of which every 
Member ſhould have a Copy ; and engage all to give 

due Attendance. L | 
4470, That all poſſible Occafions of Difference among 
themſelves, that can be foreſeen, may be avoided ; 
no new Member be admitted but by the unanimous Con- 
ſent of all preſent; and, when any are propoſed, that it 
be reſolved on at a full Meeting, or at leaſt of two Thirds 
of the Members who uſually attend. 

520, That it be recommended to all the Members to 
be importunate at the Throne of Grace, both in their 
Secret and Family Worſhip, for the Divine Countenance 
and Bleſſing upon their Endeavours ; without which, 
all their Prudence and Diligence will be ineffectual. 


The preceeding MEMORIAL was written by a pious 
and learned Gentleman's own Hand (lately deceaſt) 

a few Days before his Death. He was One exer- 
ciſed to Godlineſs and of a meek and charitable 
Diſpoſition, who had been long a Member of a religi- 
gus Society, and had the State of the Church and his 


Country 
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Country much at Heart: And ſome, who had ſeen 
the ſaid MEMORTAE, judged that the diſperſing 
Copies thereof might be of * Uſe, and at the 
ſame Time to print therewith what follows, be- 
ing a Paper long ſince prepared, and put into the 
| Hands of the Members of Societies in Edinburgh. 


erte. 


A MONITORY by the Societies for 
Reformation of Manners, to all who are 
or ſhall be hereafter of their Number. 


HE Deſign of theſe Societies being not only to 
ſuppreſs Profaneneſs, but to advance Piety, thele 
Qualifications ſeem needful in the Members of them; 


1. That it be acknowledged a Duty, and promiſed 
to be endeavoured, That every one ſtrive to win to a 


clear Conviction and Senſe of the Evil of every Sin, 


even the leaſt; and eſpecially of the Body of Sin in us, 
as being againſt the holy Nature and Sovereignty of God, 
and againſt his righteous Law, and deſerving his Wrath 
and Curſe, with all the fad Effects thereot, that ever 
came upon any in this Life, or can come here, or in the 


Life to come. 


2. That we ourſelves, and all others, are unable to 
deliver ourſelves from this State of Sin and Miſery ; and 
none other 1s, or can be our Saviour, but the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 

3. That as he is able to ſave us to the uttermoſt, and 
has declared his W1llingneſs thereunto ; ſo we renounce 
all our Luſts, the Devil, and the World, and all our 
own Righteouſneſs, and betake ourſelves unto Chriſt as 
the only Refuge from the Wrath of God, that he may 


be unto us Wiſdow, Righteouſneſs, Sandtification and 
Redemption. 


A 4 4. That 
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4. That we accept of 5 of himſelf to be 
our Portion and Inheritance; the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for 
our Inſtructor, Saviour, Advocate and Lord; the Hol 
Spirit for our Sanctifier and Guide, and Exciter unto all 
the Exerciſes of Grace, and Performance of Duties to 
God and Man: And that we take the Law and Word 
of God for the Rule of our Faith and Life, and reſign 
ourſelves to his Conduct. and to his Diſpoſal, as to what 


concerns us for this Life, and that which is to come. 


5. That in the Strength of the Lord, and Acknow- 
ledgment of our own Inſufficiency, we will endeavour to 


fulfil all Righteouſneſs, and ſet ourſelves ſincerely to 
uard and watch againſt all Sin. Particularly, as to 
uties 3 17#0, That, in the ſame Strength, we will ex- 


dite ourſelves to the frequent Exerciſes of Grace, and lay 


hold on all Occafions thereunto; and, in the Performance 
of all Duties, we ſhall endeavour after Communion with 
God therein, and walking humbly with him, deſigning 
in all Things his Glory and Exaltation. ado, That we 
Thall endeavour the Maintenance of the Purity of God's 


Worſhip and Ordinances, and a due and ſuitable Atten- 


dance thereupon ; and maintain the Worſhip of God in 
our Families daily, as well as in Secret, 3770, That we 

ſhall ſtir up — to a reverend and holy Uſe of God's 
Name, manifeſted in his Word and Works. 47, That 
we ſhall take ſpecial Care of Sanctification of the Lord's 
Day in Secret, in our Families, and in Publick ; and 
avoid what we can, all vain and worldly Converſation or 


Thoughts thorow that Day. 570, That we ſhall be 


careful to know, and ſincereſy and faithfully practiſe, the 


Duty of every Station and Relation wherein God hath 
Placed us, whether in Family, Church or State, or other- 
wife. sto, That we ſhall uſe all the Creatures in So- 
bricty, and earneſtly endeavour after Meekneſs, Peace- 
ableneſs of Behaviour, and Readineſs to render Good for 
Evil, and to forgive Injuries. 5720, That we ſhall ſtudy 
Purity and Chaftity in Heart, Speech and Behaviour 


in 


endeavouring to promote the ſame in others, as well as 


— 
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in ourſelves, 80, That as we reſolve not to ſet our 
Love'on the World, fave in as far as God hath made it 
our Duty; ſo we will uſe the Means of his Appointment, 
and none other, for procuring and furthering the Wealth 
and outward Eſtate of ourſelves and others; always 
with Spiritual-mindedneſs, and with Regard to the Rules 
of Juſtice in all our Dealings with others. no, That 
we ſhall ſtudy Plainneſs, Ingenuity and Candour, ſpeak- 
ing the Truth in our Hearts; and, whatever Station we 
are or ſhall be in, promote the Truth, and never, by 
Calumny or palliating the Truth, endeavour the pro- 
moting our own By-ends ; and ſhall uſe all Means law- 
ful for preſerving our own and our Neighbour's good 
Name. 1040, That we ſhall reckon and practiſe God- 
lineſs with Contentment as the greateſt Gain; and en- 
deavour to be content with ſuch Things as we have, re- 
membring always that the Lord hath faid, I will never 
kawve nor ate thee. | | 

6. And becauſe all our own Righteouſneſſes are as 
filthy Rags, and our beſt Actions tainted with Sin, and 
cannot abide the Trial of God's holy, righteous and all- 
ſeeing Eye; therefore we reſolve, 1720, To own and ac- 
quaint ourſelves with the Scripture as the Word of God ; 
and not only to aſſent to all the Doctrines and Aſſertions 
therein-· contained, to yield Obedience to its Commands, 
tremble at its Threatnings, acquaint ourſelves with and 
embrace the Promiſes. therein-contained ; but eſpecially 
to know JESUS CHRIST the Root of the Pro- 
miſes, in whom they are all Na and Amen; and 
entertain him in our Hearts, and reſt on him alone, 


and the Influences and Operations of his Holy Spirit, for 
the entring upon and thorow-bearing in every Duty, ſor 


the Acceptance of our Perſons, Petitions and other Per- 
formances, and for a merciful Return to and Bleſſing on 
all our Endeavours. 2do, That we will every Day en. 
deavour after the Conſideration of theſe Things that may 


diſcover to us not only the Danger but the Filthinels and 


Odiouſneſs of Sin, particularly our own Sin: T * be 
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ſhall never run away from God, in the Sight and Senſe 
of Sin; but, being perſwaded of his Mercy in Jeſus 
Chriſt, will daily endeavour after godly Sorrow for, and 
Hatred of all Sin, in Confideration eſpecially of him 
whom we have pierced thereby; and turn without the 


leaſt Delay from them all unto God, having our Reſo- 


lutions firm, and our Endeavours conſtant againſt them. 


ztio, That we will daily exerciſe ourſelves in Self-denial, 


Mortification, taking up our Croſs and following Chriſt, 
Watchfulneſs, Acts of Dependence on God, by holy 
Ejaculations, Self. examination and Selfjudging ; endea- 
vouring to have always a good Conſcience towards God 

and towards Man. | 
That we will fincerely endeavour to avoid all the 
Sins contrary to the Duties engaged unto; That we will 
what we can ſhun all Occafions of, and all Provocations 
or 'Temptations thereunto; That by our Example and 
Lives, as well as other Endeavours, we may be aſſiſted 
to * a Stop to the Current of Profanity and Wickedneſs. 
. That we will lay hold on all fit Occafions and Op- 


portunities, that our Conſcience tells us are ſuch, to com- 


mend and recommend the Way of God to ſuch with 


whom we converſe, and to diſcourage and diſgrace Pro- 
faneneſs and Vice ; with Prudence to reprove in the Spi- 
rit of Zeal and Meekneſs; to exhort unto and comfort 
in the Ways of God, with all the powerful Motives that 
may occur unto us, always looking unto God for Di- 
rection and Aſſiſtance. | 

9. That we will ſtudy to be valiant for the Lord and 
the Kingdom of Heaven, now in a Time when Satan and 
his Inſtruments are ſo bold for ſupporting the Kingdom 
of Darknels, and when the Love of many 1s waxencold, 
and ſo many ly by in a lukewarm and unconcerned Tem- 
per, and are much more ready to plead, if not for the 
Practice, yet for the Connivance at Wickedneſs, and 
make a Mock at Sin. 
10. Members of Societies, as they have Occafion, are 
to be at Pains with Neighbours, Friends and Acquain- 
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tances to bring them to their Duty : And, as to private 
Offences, our Saviour's Rule, Mat. xviii. 15, 16, 17. 
is to be obſerved. And hereanent Members may con- 
ſult Mr. Durham's Treatiſe on Scandal, particularly 
Part 2. Chap. 3. 

11. Therefore it may be very proper for every one that 
undertakes this Work, to examine themſelves, and think 
on their Ways, with the Pſalmiſt, /al. cxix. 59. and to 
turn their Fee? unto God's Teſtimonies ; and this will 
make them behold Tranſgrefſors and be grieved, becauſe 
they keep not God's Word, Verſe 158. and make Rivers 
of Waters run down their Eyes, becauſe Men keep not 
God's Law, Verſe 136. | 

The Way to make all this Work ſure, is folemnly, af- 


ter ſerious Meditation, to proſtrate ourſelves in Confeſſion 


of our Sins to God; and to take hold of Chriſt the bleſ- 
ſed Refuge, and of God's Covenant in him; and to give 


up and dedicate ourſelves to his Obedience and Service; 


and to reſign ourſelves and all our Concerns to his Diſpo- 
al. And therefore it is ſeriouſly and earneſtly recommen- 
ded to all Members of Societies, to ſet ſome Time apart, 
and in private perſonally to covenant with God in Chriſt, 


by the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. 


The above MoniTtory was framed and agreed upon 
by a Society of Chriſtians in Edinburgh about the Year 
1699 ; wherein were divers Perſons of Diſtinction emi- 
nent for Piety and Learning, and ſeveral other ſerious 
and religious Perſons, who continued to join in that So- 
ciety while they lived, and were honoured to be among 
the firſt that exerted themſelves, tho? in a private Way, 
to have a Society erected in Sotland tor propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge: And many of the Reverend, 
Godly and Experienced Miniſters, then of that City, 
met frequently with them, and approved and counte- 
nauced the ſaid Society. And which Society ſtill ſubſiſts. 
It is judged proper for each Society, that their 
Converſation, when they meet, be upon the Subjects 
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contained in the above Mon1Tory, beginning at the 


firſt Head therein, and going through the ſame, to make 
each Head the Subject of one Meeting at leaſt. 
Upon _—_ theſe Papers, it will appear that the De- 


ſign thereof is for reviving of ſerious Religion; and that 


tis fit for every one to begin at home, without which all 
will be but Shew ; and — 5 is the only Way for carry- 
ing on ſucceſsfully a general Reformation, and ſopiting 
the lamentable Diviſions which ſo much abound among 
Chriſtians, and preſage much Evil to the Church and 
Nation, unleſs the Lord in Mercy prevent it: Yet at the 
ſame Time it is matter of Comfort, that, notwithſtand- 
ing Irreligion and Immorality does ſo much abound, 
there are many this Day through the Land, wreſtlin 

with God by Prayer, that he may not leave us; and, 


bleſſed be his Name, we have his Ordinances - diſpen- 


ſed in great Purity and Plenty, under the kind Coun- 
tenance of Jawful Authority, even 1n ſome of the remo- 
teſt Places of our Land, where not ſo plentiful before ; 
and Means are uſing to increaſe Chriſtian Knowledge in 


Britain and Ireland, as allo in foreign Parts: And we 


have had lately Accounts of Endeavours uſing in the 
Eaſt and Weſt Indies, and other Places, for promoting 


the Intereſt of Chriſtianity; and the baniſhed Proteſtant 


Morauians and Saltæburgers are inſtrumental therein 
and there are Miſſionaries from Britain, Swedland, Den- 


mark, &c. imployed in this good Work. This is very 
encouraging, and 1uch a Seaſon ſhould not be neglected ; 


but every one who prays for the Coming of the King- 
dom of God, ſhould in their Stations put to their tad: 
for advancing the ſame, and in Love and Unity join to- 
gether for that End, laying aſide Differences about leſſer 
Matters, when they agree in Fundamentals. Theſe So- 
cieties in their Meetings ſhould take Care not to medd le 
with Party-Diviſions in Church or State, as being fo- 
reign to the Deſign of them, and tend ing to divide the 
Serious among themſelves. And, in order to carry on 
this good Deſign, ſuch Meetings ſhould uſe their - 
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Endeavours to have a Miniſter with them, if it can be 
conveniently obtained; but, when that cannot be had, 
they may proceed in Prayer and Conference as Circum- 
ſtances will allow, according to the above Rules, which 
may be enlarged as need requires, {till agreeable to the 
Word of God, and the End of ſuch Meetings. | 
"Tis likewiſe not improper to ſuggeſt, that as the fun- 
damental Doctrines of Religion, particularly theſe re- 
lative to the guilty and miſerable State that we are 
brought into by Sin, and our Helpleſneſs in ourſelves, 
or any other Way than by the bleſſed and ſuitable Help 
provided for us in and by a glorious Mcdiator, and the 
right and proper Way of improving of him for all the 
bleſſed Ends or which he's given, are very proper Sub- 


jects of Converſation in ſuch Societies; ſo tis certainly 


likewiſe proper, that the whole of the Divine Attributes, 
and only the Divine Faithfulneſs, Power and 
Al Ls which were mentioned to Abraham as 
an Encouragement to him, as likewiſe the various Diſ- 
penſations of the Divine Providence, whether proſpe- 
rous or adverſe, in their outward or inward Circumſtan- 
ces, with which he in his Wiſdom thinks fit to tryſt his 
own People, in order to wean them from the World, and 
bring them nearer and nearer to himſelf, and the proper 
Manner of receiving and improving them for their own 
Comfort and his Glory, ſhould alſo be tabled and talked 
of, yea, be one of the principal Subjects of Converſa- 
tion in ſuch Societies, tho' in a very ſerious as well as 
cautious Manner. | | 
And, as Members of ſuch Societies ſhould in a pecu- 
| Har Manner watch over themſelves, ſo the Duties and 
Sins incident to the Callings and Conditions of each, and 
the proper Methods for 3 Grace to do the one 
and avoid the other, is a Branch of the general Sub- 
jects above-mentioned not to be omitted: As alſo, the 
Means of attaining and being aſſured of having Grace, 
the Methods proper for growing and ſhining in all 
Grace, eſpecially thoſe which are viſible in Life, and 


the 


che Want of which obſcures the Luſtre of Chriſtianity, 
or brings up a Reproach upon it, at leaſt the Pro- 
feſſors of it. Under which are comprehended the Me- 
thods of obtaining Victory over all ſpiritual Enemies, 
and a Cure of all ſpiritual Plagues, and Recovery from 
ſpiritual Backflidings and Decays, which are Oppoſites 
to the Graces, And at this Day Meekneſs, Lowlineſs, 
brotherly Love, mutual Forbearance, Unity and Peace, 
ſhould be much ſtudied, and therefore talked of; harſh, 
taſh and uncharitable Cenſures of godly Miniſters and 


Chriſtians, tho' they differ from us in lefſer or du- 


bious Matters, carefully guarded againſt. It is melan- 
choly to hear of the Lovers of JESUS, who are 
Brethren, and Members of the ſame bleſſed Head, and 


will dwell to gether for ever in Heaven, caſting out by 


the Way: And ſo the Reaſonableneſs of Peace and 
Love, and the Miſchief and Sin of the contrary Practice, 
is often to be inculcate upon one another, and the Duty 
of pitying, loving and praying for theſe who differ from 
us in Matters dubious and not eſſential to Salvation, in- 
ſtead of bitter Cenſures, and Hatred and Anger at 
them. Members of ſuch Societies ſhould be all as 
Bereans, ſearching the Scriptures daily, ſtudying the 
Law and the Teſtimony, ſeeking the Holy Spirit to 


help them to underſtand their true Meaning ; and ſhould 
ever be jealous and humbly diffident of their own 
- Underſtandings, and of ftrain'd Gloſſes and doubtful 


diſtant Conſequences drawn from them by different Par- 
ties to favour their own peculiar Opinions. 

Such Societies have ſome peculiar Advantages above 
many other Means for promoting ſaving Knowledge, Ho- 
ines, Happineſs and ſefulnet in the World: There 
the Members get the Obſervations, Improvements and 
Experiences of others, and the Methods how they apply 
the general Rules they hear or read of to Practice in the 
various Caſes they have been in; which is often of fin- 

ular Uſe to others leſs experienced: And there, as 
Niewber ſhould tell freely their Sentiments, they get 
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the Opinions of others to confirm them if right, or to 
rectify them if wrong; and they gain alſo by any fur- 
ther Obſervations which the reſt can make on what 
others have ſaid, and ſo the Knowledge of all is in- 
creaſed. There is alſo this peculiar Advantage in ſuch 
Societies of exerciſed Chriſtians, which is ſcarce to be got 


otherwiſe, vg. There the ſuperior Attainments and 


higher Degrees of all the various Graces are ſeen in the 
more Experienced, the Sight of which has a peculiar 
Force to humble the naturally proud Soul, and to excite 
it to ſeek ſuch Degrees of Grace and Happineſs as they 
ſee others enjoy: Members of ſuch Societies are Inſtru- 
ers, Guides, Friends and Guardians to one another; 
they comfort and help one another in Diſtreſs; bear 
one another's Burdens; they increaſe one another's Joy 
and Strength: And all 1s little enough to help the 
weak blind Pilgrim through this ſtrange, barren, dark, 
— Wilderneſs. How prudent, how neceſſary is 


it alſo for the few Followers of the Lamb, to join thus 


in little Societies together for joint Counſel and Aſſi- 
ſtance, when the Multitudes of their Enemies are ſo un- 
animous and violent in their Hatred and Oppoſition to 
theſe Strangers, and to their Maſter, and his Kingdom 


on Earth? 


This Paper comes not abroad by any Authority, but is 
ſent by private Chriſtians, as a Remembrancer to Mini- 
ſters and Friends, in order to propagate the Deſign there- 
of in their ſeveral Bounds; and it may be of uſe to ſuch 
as are not acquainted with the Nature and Ends of re- 
ligious Societies, which, when regularly managed, have 
been followed with much Edification and Comfort. 

And tho' we are not to be aſhamed of our concerning 
ourſelves in this Matter, nor are to be mocked out of our 
Religion by the Scorn of the Enemies thereof; yet no- 
thing ſhould be done out of Oſtentation, and we ought 
to take Care how and to whom we communicate this 
Paper: And thoſe Meetings, hereby propoſed, ought to 
be kept as private as poſſible. 

FINIS. 
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